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WORSHIP {fully}

Christmas begins with a baby born in a manger. 
He changed the course of the stars and turned 
fathers’ hearts to their children. The heavens 
sang his praise as angels sang glory to God in 
the highest and on earth his peace. Shepherds 
praised God and traveled to Bethlehem to see 
him. Magi journeyed from the East to worship 
him. His mother treasured these things in her 
heart. They called him “Immanuel”—“God with 
us.” He proclaimed his presence to the end of 
the age. What we do unto others, we do unto 
him.

Again this Christmas babies will be born in ramshackle homes. Herod will not 
try to kill them, but their drinking water will. Again Jesus will turn our hearts 
to children. We who still hear angels will journey to see Christ in the least 
of these. Our camels traded for drill rigs, we will bear the gift of life: clean 
drinking water, offered in Jesus’ name. Mothers will treasure these things in 
their hearts.

This is full worship. Worship derives from Old-English words meaning 
“worth-ship.” What we give worth to is what we worship: possessions, God, 
shopping, children, money, Jesus. We worship all the time. Advent is a time to 
consciously direct our worship towards Jesus, Immanuel, God with us. A time 
to worship fully.

GO DEEPER:   
Watch the video Water, Gospel, Christmas at www.water.cc/news/videos. 
Pray.


